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WED 24 JULY 5 PM and 8 PM

KURESSAARE CASTLE OPERA HALL

5PM

Duration 1 h 20 min (without a intermission)
Act | 40 min

Act Il 40 min

8 PM

Duration including intermission 1 h 50 min
Act | 40 min

Intermission 30 min

Act Il 40 min

In French with Estonian and English
sidetitles

\Wold premiere of the production
21.06.2024 Tartu

Singer soloists

Carmen Laura Vila mezzosoprano
Micaéla Eugénia Montenegro soprano

Escamillo Luis Cansino & Carlos Daza
baritones

Guitarists Iban Pérez & Jordi Centeno
Singer Joel de Pepa
Percussion Arturo Cortés

Main Dancers

David Gutiérrez (Escamillo), Judith Martin
(Carmen), Carlos Ruiz (Don Jose)

Ballet Corps

Lucia Vicedo, Mar Sanchez,

Judit Gonzalez, Andrea Amaya,
Yaiza Campanales, Maria Bardolet,
Alejandro Luque

Simfonica del Vallés Orchestra
Conductor Daniel Gil de Tejada

Amics de I'Opera de Sabadell Choir
Choir Master Daniel Gil de Tejada

Stage Director and costume design
Carles Ortiz

Set design Jordi Galobart
Lighting David Galvez
Lighting Assistant Arnau Sala

Costumes Opera a Catalunya Foundation
& Barcelona Flamenco Ballet

Production Manager Esperanca Vergés

Barcelona Flamenco Ballet

Director David Gutiérrez

Executive Producer and Management
Jaime Trancoso Ph.D. / Flamenco Agency
Musical Director Iban Pérez
Choreography David Gutiérrez &

Judith Martin with the collaboration of
Carlos Sanchez & Constantino Fernandez
Music Iban Pérez

Dramaturgy CARMEN - Prosper Mérimée
Sound Design & Technician Marcos Prieto

Répétiteur Andrea Alvarez

Stage Manager Jordi Galobart

Stage Manager (orchestra) Nil Sarro
Scenography construction

RB Creacions 1990, S.L.

Characterisation Nani Bellmunt
Dressmakers M. Carmen Muioz, Eva Selma
Make-up and Hairdresser Nerea Fernandez

Production Opera a Catalunya Foundation
& Barcelona Flamenco Ballet



- CARMEN FLAMENCO -
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“Carmen” is a ballet flamenco show that
combines the intensity of flamenco with
the magic of Bizet's opera.

A group of talented dancers performs
the iconic characters of Carmen and Don
José through powerful flamenco dance.
The dancers will be accompanied by a
live orchestra, choir and soloists. With
their elegance and expressiveness, the
artists will transport the audience to

the vibrant atmosphere of 19th-century
Spain. This show blends the passion and
fire of flamenco with the musical richness
of Bizet's opera, creating a unique and
thrilling experience for lovers of dance
and music. An unforgettable evening
filled with passion, drama, and top-notch
flamenco art.

This new recreation of Bizet's work brings
new elements from flamenco that were
previously unknown. It goes beyond the
traditional conception in which it has
historically been categorised and adapts
it to the reality of today's contemporary
society. The values for which Carmen

is today a woman of our time and the
adaptation of flamenco music and ballet
with the distinctive stamp that characte-
rises David Gutierrez, places the work in a
new paradigm of the universal myth and
flamenco of the 21st century.

‘Carmen’” is a fusion show. A combination
of opera and flamenco. An austere space
with the orchestra as great scenery and a
coming and going of singers and dancers
who, between ruffle dresses and tap
dance, reveal the destiny of the prota-
gonist.

WEDNESDAY 24.07

Carmen is pain, passion and a cry for
freedom, feelings that flamenco art and
opera masterfully represents in its wil-
dest and most primitive aspect. BFB and
Opera Catalunya tell the story written
by Prosper Mérimée delving into the
love affair between Carmen the gypsy
and Escamillo the bullfighter. Here, too,
the flamenco and opera languages are
the best vehicles of artistic expression
to exhibit emotions and is the perfect
driving force to convey the passion of the
protagonists.

In this show, Barcelona Flamenco Ballet
collaborates with a symphony orchestra,
choir and soloists. The show mixes the
most current flamenco singing with the
original music. The symphony orchestra,
the operatic singing and Bizet's music
mix their more traditional sonorities with
innovative touches of jazz and flamenco
singing. The choreographies fuse the
universes of flamenco ballet with impres-
sive footwork and fresh influences of
modern and contemporary dance.

The characters of Mérimée, Bizet's mu-
sic, BFB's flamenco and Opera Catalunya
opera art merge into a show open to

the public today. Lovers of the opera,
flamenco, dance, music, theatre and the
performing arts in general will disco-

ver a new aesthetic bench mark in this
Carmen, where the mix of cultures and
sensibilities will open the doors to the art
of the 21st century.
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- CARMEN FLAMENCO -

Partl

1. Prelude (orchestra & flamenco ballet)

The brilliant prelude to Carmen sets the
scene and gives us a forewarning of what
is to come, as do numerous themes that
will appear throughout the opera..

2. Choeur des gamins (orchestra)

In front of the barracks and the tobacco
factory in Seville, an idle crowd strolls
around. Among them, a group of children
imitating the steps of the soldiers at the
changing of the guard. .

3. Choeur des cigariéres
(choir & orchestra)

It's break time for the workers at the
tobacco factory, and they take the op-
portunity to go outside and cool off in the
sweltering Seville heat.

4. Habanera ,L'amour est un oiseau
rebelle" (mezzosoprano, choir, orchestra
& flamenco ballet)

The gypsy Carmen is the most beauti-
ful and the most popular of the factory
workers. All the men desire her and ask
her for love. She limits herself to express-
ing her philosophy as a free woman who
directs her affections according to her
desires.

Photos © Yeni Klasor

5. Taranto (Carmen) flamenco solo
6. Choeur (orchestra)
7. Seguidilla (mezzosoprano & orchestra)

Carmen has been arrested for assaulting
a colleague during a fight. At the same
time she has set her sights on Don Jose,
the serious military man who is guarding
her. She tries to seduce him and tells him
where he can find her that night.

8. Fandangos (group dance, flamenco
solo)

9. Chanson bohéme (orchestra)

Carmen and her friends are having fun at
Lillas Pastia's tavern. The gypsy, with her
friends Frasquita and Mercédes, dances
and sings this sensual song.

10. Final (mezzosoprano, orchestra &
flamenco ballet)




- CARMEN FLAMENCO -

Partll

11. Choeur ,Vivat le torero!* (choir, or-
chestra & flamenco ballet)

The people gathered in the tavern of
Lillas Pastia greet and welcome Escamillo,
the fashionable bullfighter who arrives
with his cuadrilla.

12. Couplets ,Votre toast” (baritone,
choir, orchestra & flamenco ballet)

Escamillo sings this passionate song
introducing himself and explaining the
secrets of bullfighting and his success.

13. Entreacte (orchestra)

This beautiful musical number introduc-
es us to the third act, which takes place
in the smugglers' camp in the middle of
the mountains.

14. Farruca (Escamillo) flamenco solo
15. Micaéla’s aria (orchestra)

Micaela is a simple village girl, Don
José's first love back home. Showing
great courage, she has come in search
of him to take him back home where his
mother is dying.

16. Entreacte: Aragonaise (orchestra)

Brilliant orchestral piece that introduces us
to the fourth act, which takes place in front
of the Plaza de la Maestranza in Seville on
a bullfighting afternoon.
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17. Marche et choeur (orchestra)

People watch the arrival of the bull-
fighters' crews to the bullring in a festive
mood, commenting on all the details.

18. Duet Carmen & Escamillo

Escamillo is the star of the bullfight and
before entering the bullring he stops
with Carmen and they declare their love
for each other. The gypsy woman has
forgotten the military man and now loves
the bullfighter. Let us remember that she
is a free woman who functions on the
basis of her instincts and desires.

19. Seguiriya (group dance, flamenco solo)

20. Final (choir, orchestra & flamenco
ballet)

Don José has not forgotten Carmen and
returns to try to win her back. He believes
he has the right to do so because he
thinks Carmen has destroyed his life.
She, however, despite the threats, stands
firm and refuses to return to the former
soldier. Don Josg, in the throes of parox-
ysm, kills Carmen while the crowd can

be heard celebrating Escamillo in the
square.

Original synopsis: Jordi Torrents
(Assistant Artistic Director of Opera
Catalunya & Vice President of AAOS)
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Orquestra

simfonica

z

orquestra simfonica del Vallés (OSV)
N N
N

Simfonica del Valles Orchestra has been
bringing music to people since 1987, with
the goal of using music as a vehicle for
transforming society. Since its founding,
it has been the titular orchestra of Opera
a Catalunya Season, and since 2018, it
has been led by principal conductor
Xavier Puig.

OSV stands out in Spain for adopting a
unique management model, in which the
musicians and employees are also ow-
ners of the company. OSV offers diverse

Management team

Manager Oscar Lanuza

Principal Conductor Xavier Puig
Programming Director Jordi Cos

Strategic Development Martina Ribalta
Financial Manager Nuria Sales

Head of Communication Blanca de Carreras
Technical Manager Carmina Martinez

Technical Area & Projects
David Santamaria

Labor Manager & HR Agustina Rico
Music Archive Irina Galstian
Orchestra Manager Joaquim Giménez
Stage Manager Nil Sarré

Foto © Lorenzo Duaso

programs in terms of content and format,
creating unique experiences for all types
of audiences. The orchestra promotes
proximity by collaborating extensively
with soloists and choirs from the country,
investing in the musical talent of the
region.

Overall, OSV is an eclectic orchestra
that is committed to using music as a
tool for social change, and it has been a
cornerstone of the cultural landscape of
Catalonia for over three decades.

Accounting Agnés Hernandez
Communication Maite Sabalete
Secretary Cristina Lopez

Board of Directors
Jordi Cos, president

Lynn Barton

Joan Collell

Joaquim Giménez

Narcis Molto

Martina Ribalta

David Santamaria
Francisco Jose Sanchez



- SIMFONICA DEL VALLES ORCHESTRA -

Orchestra musicians in Saaremaa

Violins |
Marta Cardona Concertino

Javier Mateos Concertino assistent

Miguel Angel Castillo Soloist
Canolich Prats Assistant
Helena Munhoz

Joaquim Giménez

Irina Galstyan

Narcis Molto

Violins Il

Giovanni Giri Soloist
Gala Cebotari Assistant
Laia Pujolassos

Xavier Buira

Jose David Fuenmayor
Elitsa P. Yancheva

Violas

Joan Felix Soloist
Javier Garcia Assistant
Josep Bosch

Lynn Jo Barton

Lluis Cabal

Cellos

Romain Boyer Soloist
Adria Cano Assistant
Montserrat Biosca
Joan Esplugas

Double Basses

Joan Collell Soloist

Joan Cantallops Assistant
Manel Ortega

Flutes
Elisabet Franch Soloist
Pol Abellan Assistant

Oboe
Roberto Ordax Soloist
Mariona Godia Assistant

Clarinets
Toni Galan Soloist
Jose Maria Martinez Assistant

Bassoons
Pau Sola Soloist
Daniel Galvez Assistant

Horns

Carles Lizondo Soloist
Sergi Chofre Assistant
Laurea Vicedo

Pau Torres

Trumpets
Aitor Munoz Soloist

Alex Baiget Assistant

Trombones

Jordi Riera Soloist

Alberto Poggialini Assistant
Sergi Alonso

Tuba
Juan Bautista Domenech

Timpani
Francisco José Sanchez

Percussion
Ihigo Ducar
Javier Delgado

Harp
Carme Ubach
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ARCELONA
FLAMENCO
W MET

Barcelona Flamenco Ballet (BFB) is
recognized by the press and internatio-
nal institutions as ‘the flamenco ballet
of Barcelona', and an ambassador of the
city which exhibits the great flamenco
tradition that historically flourished in
Catalonia.

BFB embodies a new approach to fla-
menco, preserving its traditional roots

Team

Director David Gutiérrez

Executive Producer and Management
Jaime Trancoso Ph.D. / Flamenco Agency

Musical Director Iban Pérez

Choreography

David Gutiérrez & Judith Martin,

with the collaboration of

Carlos Sanchez & Constantino Fernandez

Music Iban Pérez
Sound design & Technician Marcos Prieto

Musicians

Guitarists Iban Pérez & Jordi Centeno
Singer Joel de Pepa

Percussion Arturo Cortés

‘l‘ Flamenco
, Agency
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while encompassing different styles of
dance and music. Its innovative charac-
ter gives it a distinctive flair, resulting in

a fresh and original art that captivates au-
diences from all countries and cultures.
Due to the successes of its tours around
the world, Barcelona Flamenco Ballet

is considered one of the main Spanish
flamenco dance companies on the inter-
national scene.

Main Dancers
David Gutiérrez
Judith Martin
Carlos Ruiz

Ballet Corps
Lucia Vicedo

Mar Sanchez
Judit Gonzalez
Andrea Amaya
Yaiza Campanales
Maria Bardolet
Alejandro Luque



